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 ▼ A FAIRWAY  

TO HEAVEN?
Golfers can practice 
their putting skills, 
whatever the weather, 
with state-of-the-art 
technology gracing the 
ancient home of the 
sport.

AboutGolf have 
installed a simulator in 
the iconic Old Course 
Hotel, the ideal 
equipment for guests 
looking to brush up on 
their skills or enjoy golf-
themed events and 
parties. 

The software will 
enable users to enjoy 
playing the world’s 
leading golf courses 
including Whistling 
Straits, host of the 2020 
Ryder Cup, short forms 
of golf and a range of 
fun drills that will appeal 
to the whole family.

 ▼ AN INdIAN 
OcEAN GETAWAY
Netflights.com is offering 
seven nights in Mauritius 
staying at the 4-star 
Veranda Pointe Aux 
Biches on a half-board 
basis. 

Price starts from 
£1,129pp and includes 
flights from Edinburgh 
with Emirates. Save up 
to £230 per couple. 

Based on selected 
dates in May 2019. 

Book by October 21 at 
netflights.com

 ▼ GlAmOROus 
AmsTERdAm
If it’s good enough for 
the likes of Louis 
Armstrong and Mata 
Hari then it should be 
good enough for 
anyone.

Why not follow in the 
footsteps of famous 
faces and stay at the 
Park Plaza Victoria 
Amsterdam?

The hotel, which first 
opened its doors in 
1890, has recently 
undergone a major 
multi-million interior 
renovation – and it looks 
fabulous.

Guests can now enjoy 
state-of-the-art 
technology, including  
in-room entertainment 
systems.

For more information 
and to book, visit  
parkplaza.co.uk

NEWs

with Johanna Jackson

sINCE we moved to Cornwall 
about 18 months ago, a strange thing 
has happened. We don’t feel we need 
a holiday because we’re permanently 
on one.

We have the views and the beaches, 
and when the weather is nice, I don’t 
think there is anywhere better.

Yes, it can get crowded during 
summer and when the schools are on 
holiday. But we just let the tourists 
have it then and we enjoy it when 
they’ve gone.

The place that has really captured 
my heart, though, is New Zealand. So 
much so I used it for my first book.

I first went back in 1993 and it was 
an arrival I’ll never forget. When I got 

to the airport I noticed a big 1950s, 
bright pink limo parked and joked to 
my family who were meeting me that 
they needn’t have gone to the trouble 
– only to discover they had!

It was brilliant to see the sights of 
the North Island in such style.

One of those that definitely sticks 
in my mind is the Sky Tower in 
Auckland Harbour. 

It’s the tallest freestanding 
structure in the Southern 
Hemisphere and people bungee 
jump off of it.

There’s a viewing platform where 
they pause momentarily before they 
are plummeted towards the ground. 
Their faces are quite a picture.

Going to New Zealand, then 
anyway, was a bit like stepping back 
to a bit of a more peaceful time. 

People were so friendly and, as 
they didn’t hear a lot of British 
accents, curious and keen to talk and 
find out where you were from.

I also got my first experience of sea 
fishing there on one of my numerous 
other trips. It was Boxing Day 2006 
and I caught so many different types 
of fish through sheer beginner’s luck.

When Anthony and I got married 
we went to Mauritius for our 
honeymoon.

It’s a gorgeous island and the place 
we were staying was a stunning  
five-star resort. 

But we took a tour of the island and 
when we saw some of the poverty, we 
felt so guilty for the rest of our stay 
about living in such luxury.

New Zealand’s great   
. . . from a pink limo

Author Johanna Jackson 
reckons she’s living the 
dream.

Having stayed in different 
places and worked in all 
sorts of jobs, she’s now  
happily settled by the sea in 
cornwall with husband 
Anthony and pursuing her 
writing passion.

Her third book, romantic 
fiction Promises, secrets, 
danger, has just been  
published in paperback, 
£6.99, and is available via 
Amazon.  ▼ The sky Tower’s the limit! People bungee jump from the Auckland landmark.
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